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KANGEDTEGETREOSERSRALE 
To the READER; eſpecially ihe 
Fnends of the deceaſed. ay 


*| Candid: Reader,”". \ MO Ro ba 


HE Author of the enſuing Sermon was pre” 
wvailed with at Mrft to Preach it by ay impor” 
 tunily which heconld ngt well refiſh, and byihe 
like now to Permit the Printing of it, not inthe 
taft _—_—_—— firſt, that his yielding to the ſo:mer 
would render him obnoxions to the later; © which if he © 
had, he ſhould either wholly have declined it (having.no 
gefbre at all to be knownto the World,” but to contain him- 
ſelf within his own Sphere and Province, Exfpartam + 
quam-naQuseſt (pro viribus) ornare, wor judging any * 
thing of his worthy of publike View, or at leaſt have - 
taken other Meaſures intht- management of it.' Here is | 
nothing ſingle or exeraordinary pretendedto ; Nothing in » 
the Comte*ture-or Workmanſhip thereof, but a bri:f Ex--- 
plication and Appl cation of the Text being therein de--- 
bone 
4 The» Publication of. .4t is. wholly. $0. be: aſcribed #0. the” 
defire of 3hemphgt beer d its but for which the Writing - 
and thy Reading of his. Apology had -been -pra-- 
vented, | 
And for you the Friends of the” Deceaſed, ' (to comply » 
with whoſe theſe (dowbtleſs reſulting _ " po x 
effqyFions to the deceaſed, then any yreat excellence ap=- 
 prebended 4 


To - on bs ute 
prebindedin'the. Dj $he. ſet; 
nn. Fo croſed hit own nt — "de- 
res ne more-but your favourable ac! france of his eood- 
will to ſerve Val, and your theri le tebbiounrs 2 the 
defetTs herein. And thit you and he 9 all ſqthpprove i this 
text, as that we may finde it made good unto #5 in time 
of need, And if this poor Sermon prove nil 10 an) 
he rein, the Pubication wy will pt To, 
Mes of 
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PSAL, 73, v.26, My Fleſh and my Heart failtth, 
' but God is the Strength of my Heart and my Portion. 
for ever. © 


N this Pſalm (that I may- avoid all Prefacing - 
ÞF or Apologies for this Undertaking) the Pſal- 
M wilt diſcovers a great Combat or Conteſt that 
-—* he had. in his qwn Breaſt, berwixt the Fleſh and 
the Spirit, betwixe gel we and his Faith, The 
Queſtion debated is, Whether is the more Happy, the 
odly; or tbe Opgogly} _ And the Ground of the 
ueſtionis,-, Becauſe of rhe happineſs and preſent 
Prolpeticy of-the later, agd manifold Aftlictions of | 
the former 5 . A ſubje& it is, that hath exerciſed 
the Minds not only of many wiſe and learned Men 


i org rhe Heathens but alſo of many within the. 
Chih pt Gol... 


'God,,, who had the 'Advantage of 2 
ra any Ines each 


| (2 

oxeater Light to reſoive- this Caſe unto thems 
And in this Pſalm there may be- obſerved -three 

. Gzaeral Parts, EC Ns 32-607 IS Ck 
{_ Ia che firſt place, the Pſalmiſt begs with a 
ho'y Caution or Profcffion of his Faith, «wer. 1. 
Truly Gods geodto Ifrael,even ts ſuch as areof «clean 
| Heart, q. d. this Concluſion is always to' be held, 
wharfoever contrary Appearance we may behold : 
W hatſoever | have ſaid, or ſhall ſay, yet this Prin- 
 ciple I retain as ingubitable; \I-fill hold faſt this 
Concluſion, and I would have all that ſay ſo to be 
interpreted, as no way tocrols the'ſame: - Theugh 
'T am puzled with thisgreat ObjeRion, and cannot 
well reſotve all the Phznomena,or anſwer all ObjeRis 
ons that.are made againſt it z yet I hold this. Prin- 
ciple firm and unſhaken, "That God is, good to Iſrael, 
. even to them that are of a clean heart, And in this 
; manner do the Holy Men of- God commonly enter 
uponthe diſcourſe of this ſubje&, The- Propher 
Feremy ſeems to be at a great loſs in this caſe, (as 
the Plalmiſt here) yet he profeſſed this Concluſion, 
before he entred upon it, Righteons art thou, O Lord, 
when I plead with thee : yet let me talk with thee of thy 
Fudgements : Why doth the way of the wicked proſper? 
&c. Jer, 12.begin. And fo likewiſe the Propher Has 

bakkuk, . Thow art of purer eyes, O Lord God, m 
Holy One,then to behold iniquity; yer, (airh he wh 
deft they look on thim that deal treacherouſly* Hab.r, 
13.ſo thePſalmiſt here lays down chisPrinciple in the 
beginning, as that which he was reſolved on, aad 
' would hold faſt, whateyer contrary appearance 
might be, Hebegins the Pſalm, as it were, ab- 
. roprly, 


UMI 


: (3) 

raptly, & ev improviſe; 18 truly; or but God is 
good ; rendred weruntamen, atqui, profedis, &c. 
as if the Pſalmiſt had been in-a great Combar with- 
in himſelf, as at another time, Pal, 39. 1,2,3. 7 
held my Peace, my beart waxed hot within me, the fire 
burned then ſpake 1 with my tongue, But yet however 
it bt, (as ſome Tranſlations render it) God is good 
ro Iſrael 3 that I believe and reſolve, on, He is good 
to Iſrael, even to them that are of aclean heart. 

IT. Inthe next Place, he lays open che Caſe as it 
was debated within himſelf, and this runs» chrough 
the greateſt part of the Pſalm; he begins v, 2. and 
ends v.20, and here he ſhews. 

t, Firſt of all, the Proſperity together with the 
great wickedneſs of the wicked, from. the 2. v, to. 
the 12, Then 
' 2; The Affligions.of himſelf with” other godly 
like himſelf; and cheir great integrity, AU the day 
long have I b:en Plagued. andCheſtened every Morn- 
ing; though 1 have clenſed my hew'#, and waſhed my. 
hands in Innocency, v.13,14. And 
' 3: He ſhews the-dreadtul Concluſion, that he was 
even-about to make from the conſideration of theſe. 
things;  Yerily, at v, 13. 1 have clenſed my heart 
in vain,and walhed my hands in Innocency. 

4. In the next place, he ſhews us the great dread. 
5nd danger, that he apprehended in thar, Conclu- 
fisn-5.i5, If 1fay, I will ſpeak thus : Behold, I: 
fhould'offend againſt the generation of..chy Chil- . 
drens as if he had aids If.1did make this. Con- 
tlufion, I muſt conclude not only my ſelf, bur all ehy 
Childteco'bemiſerable w far from egynn's>. 
19TH 2  2Gn4 .7- 7 wilted 
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-$. In thenextplace, how difficult he found ic to 
:.avoid this Conclulion, and: to get over it, v. 16, 
When 1 thought to know this, it was 180 painful for me, 

6. Then he-ſhews the means beuſed to ger light 
| hereio, andthar was by goipg iato the SanRuary, 
.v,17, \And a 

-7, Then laſtly, * the ſacceſs thereof ; there he 
learned three things concerning the wicked. 1. There 
- he learned their end,*v/T7, 2. Their preſent un- 
-Certainty, they were ſet iu ſlippery places, v.18. And 
+then 3.” Their certainand ſudden deſtrution, v, 18, 
19,20, Thus you have the ſtate derermined by the 

Prophet. And in the 
III. And laſt part of the Pſalm he makes Uſe 

-and Emprovement of this Experience z and that is 

manifold, 

I, Inthe firſt place you have a ſenſible Confeſ- 
'fion of his own weakneſs and foily, wv. 21,22, Thes 
my heart was grieved, and 1 was pricked in my reins. 
- foiliſh was I, and ienorant: 1 wasas a-Beaff before 
thee. | 

2, A grateful Acknowledgement of God's Pre- 
ſence and Support hitherco, notwithſtanding all his 
weakneſs andfolly, ,23. Nevertheleſs, ' 1 am cou- 
my with thee, thou haſt holden we by my right 

and. 

3. A Profeſſion of his confidence; of the ſame 
Prefence-and Power of God with him for time to 


(5 
' 5, Herein my Texthe gives you the ground of 
that reſolution, becauſehjs feſh and heart fail, but 
God he found to be the ffrength of his Heart and bis 
Portion for ever, 

6. Laſtly, in the two Verſes following my Text 
we have the Concluſion of the whole matter, and 
the bleſſed determiaation of the cafe that was de- 
bated as concerning the wicked, v.27. For lo, they 
that are far from thee, ſhall periſh : thon haſt deſtrized 
all theme that go « mhoring from thee, and the tive 

. ga of Godline(s, and the courſe he was reſolved 
ro'take, in the laſt verſe, But it is good for me to 
draw near to God, 1 have js: my truſt in the Ld 
God, that I may declare all his works : Where he 
makes a contrary Concluſion to what the Fleſh 
wasready totake up, v.13. There it was ready to 
conclude, I hayeclenſed my heart in vain, and waſh- 
ed wy hands in innocency 3 here he determines the 
contrary, But it is zood for me to draw near ts 
«God, &c, | 
Thus much for the general Account of the 
Pſalm; My Text gives you the Ground and. Re4 
fonof thar' reſolution and AfeF#ien, that was profel- 
ſed in the foregoing vetſe, Whom have 1 in Heaw'n 
but thee ? andthere is none »p0n Earth 1 deſire beſides 
| rb and ne Yue hereof is Hers nw, ob 
” My Fleſh and my Heart fails, but God ic .. 
Yirck Feb Heart and my. Portion for TR .Ja 


whic alto have theſe two Parts. 


Confeſſion of his own 'natural weakneſs ia 
inſet, "My Fleſh and my Heart faileth 
© 2, Thar Dryine Support and SatisfaRtion Wooded 
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lim of Godin thoſe words,God # the Strength of my 
heart, and my Portion for ever. 'I (hall ſpeak ſome» 
th.ng (though but. briefly) upon each of theſe: 
Time will not give meleave to enlarge. .. If I ſhould 
ampl fie according-ro-the weight of the matter be- 
fe r2 u-, it would require many Diſcourſes to ſer forth 
thc(e things at large.. 

1, We. have an Ackowledgement of his own na 
tural f:ailcie and weakneſs, My Fleſh and my Heart 
failes, By Fleſh ſometimes is meant in.Scripture, 
the Body.of Corruption - but here I underſtand our 
natural body. the outward man, and by Heart 1 unr 
derſtand, the Mind and inward Man,. that the Seat 
of Reaſon, Judgement, Wiſdom, Courage and Reſos 
lutiov., Now (laith he)þoth theſe Fazl, . the word 
Ggnifics to [anguiſh and decay. Ainſworth tranſlates 
it, Whally conſumcd is my Fleſh and my Heart : it figs 
nifizs a_Janguiſhing and decaying ſtate. And.the 
ſenſe of the firſt part.of the Verſe is, That the 
Flefh'was no longer able to bear,nor could the Hearg 
tell what courſetotake ; My .Fleſh and Heart fails: 
Nature is ſick, all manner of power and 2bilicy with 
Him ataloſs, and Nes-?lvs, and knows not whatts - 
do. Sothar1 obſervefrom hence, | 

Doctrine . | 

ToThat theFleſh andHeart of Man «. weak, and will ' 
certainty [ſonar or Later, T hat which D@wid four 
we [hall all find ſome time.or other, 24ap(faith. the 
'Palmiſt) 7» 455 beff fate 56 altogeiher panity,, Pha . 
39.0.5. Man's made up of two parts, outward an 
#wward, Or (asit isinmy Text) the Flſb and the. 
teak ” th theſe 4; fral + yeah, ad. lppjeS 10 ; 


; (7) 
miſcarry, they fail us ſooner or later, andthere isno 
avoiding of it, | 

I» As for the Fleſh, that is firſt mentioned, how 
often doth the Scripture compare ic roG:afs, and to 
the Flower of the Field withering and come to no- 
thing, and that in a little moment? Pſ4.90. V*r,5,6. 
(ſaith che Plalmiſt there) They are as « /leep+ In the 
morning they are like the Graſs, which groweth up, iy 
the morning F louriſhirg, in the Even'ng it is cut 
down, andwithers, Tothe (ame purpoſe, Pſa,roz, 
ver.15,16. AS for man, his dayes are as Graſs, | as 
the Flower of the Field Flouriſhing, and the wind paſs- 
eth over it and it is gone, and the place theyrof hnows 
it no more, Such is our outward man; fo ſet forth 
inScrtiptureby a-weak and frail thing, which if crou- 
bleand afflictions do not break and bring-do vnz yer 
moſt certainly ſickneſs and death will do it 77 
appointed for us all onze to dye, And death is nothing 
bur breaking down the Powers of Nature. 

2,” Then the hea!t of man likewiſe is ſubje&t to 
fail; fo it did here with che Pſalmiſt + not only the 
fleſh; bur che heatt fails, wich fear and ſorrow, and 
with want bf wiſdome and reſolution : -S$o doth the 
hearr of man often times fail, LZewit, 26 ver.36.20, 
I will ſend faintzeſs in their hearts. So it is often 
limes, '2 very ſmall ching breaks the heart of man, * 
tixkes it rele ike water,and faileven 38 the weakeſt 
thing in'the World, '# the Prophet, /ſe.1 5. faith 
ing Iſrael, The Head is Sick, and the Heart i 
Faint, And our Saviour tells of ſuch gs That 
auejct hearts ſhall fail them for lookj ng after pong 
cmning wpnnvhe Barth, Luk.21-26, Not =—__ -_ 


(8) | Þ 
fth but the heart of man is weak and frail, Human 
wiſdome often fails,and we know not what todo,and 
Human ſtrengeh, that we cannot do what we know. 
T heconfeffions of the godly confirm the ſame, Pſa; 
69. Begin, . David complains that His Eyes failed; 
yeazhis ſpirit failed being overwhelmed with affiCti- 
ons, Andwe find the wicked likewiſe by greater 
reaſon often times fail both in fleſhand heart, and we 
know that God hath threatned the ſame unto them, . 
The Qriginal cauſe of this'weakneſs.is the-fin of man, 
Itwas fin-that brought Death, and the {tar of. Death, 
weakned our Nature and made it obnoxiops to thoſe - 
evils and miſeries, which -we-can: neither avoid -nor 
bear up under; Man was Created free fromall thoſe - 
Failings, byt fin-hath brought him.ingo ſubjeAion-co - 
them all; Jt hath made. the oneward man (ubjcR ta + 
Sickne&, Pain, Miſery, and Death and our inward - 
man ſubject-ts ſorrow, ſhame, care,. fear, diſtraQion, ., 
and deſpair. So ſorry athingis Man; as heis cal-- 
kd in Scipture, The Lawis become weak through | 
the.Fleſh;;and the Fleſh, thrqugh Sig.” This (is abs - 
exlginal cauſe of this weakneſs.. I ſhall not ſtand 
here any longer, having other things in che follows - 
irg part of the Text. to be ſpoken.unto.\. \ vg 
Hſe. The Uſe thar-1 tal] wake pf.chis-huft 
Polwyths weekpeſs png froiky of Many. fie(h.nnd * 
heanc 3zisr9,Call yponall of y@u ty/copſider:thingnd - 
look for it,, Conſider, -abd-lay-go. heate, look tg 1c 
betimes z you haye craſietjeſh, and weak hearts, a0d 
bor theſe will, tail you lope: Prilaee a1the 
you ougheigook. beames, that\Rwvlh@Quanay, be, 
me againſt the time of need. . There 1$ Fe 
when 


—_ 
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from you the evil day, and can 
draw nears you that drink Wine in bowls, and drown 
all choughtcs and coofiderat.ons of ſuch thin: s as 
theſe: Yet do you know, that your preſent plealure 
and enjoyments will eicher fail trom you, or you 
from them. Ic is a fooliſh thing to forger that, 
which we cannot-avoidz if we could ſo eaſily pur 
off che things themſelves, as we n ay the though-rs of 


- 


| ( 
when fleſh and heart tan($? all the Powers of Nz- 
ture will be ſhaken. "Old 4daw muſt be diſſolved, 
and brought down to the duſt, 

1, Conſider this you that are young, and ſtropg, 
whoſe Blood runs freſh in your Veins, and. Bones are 
full of Marrow, There & a time nben youth ſhall fairs 


" and be wea'y... The Towne Aen ſhall utterly fail. Ifa, 


45.30, Remember therefore ifaith the Wiſe Man) 
thy Creator in the dayes of thy Towh, before the evil 
dayes come, (that's certain they will come) andthe 
Tears will Approach wherein yew fþall Jay I have nogles- 
ſare in them,  Eccleſ,12,1, Andashe faith, Ecclef, 


". 11.8. Though a'man live many years, and rejoyce in 


them all, yet ttt him remember the dayes of darkneſs for 
they ſhall be many : all that cometh is Vanity, Thete- 
fore (l ſay) remember this ye that are young, and 
ſtiong, ' that faintneſs and weakneſs wilt come upon 
you, if death doth not prevent by a ſudden Rtroke: 
Nature it ſelf decayes, and ſickneſs will brigg you 
down. . cb 
2. Conſi'er this, youthat forget God, and put far 
e the Seat of widlencets 


them, then we had ſomething to countenance us. Fut 
weakneſs and frailneſs will come upon you, and the 
Ead of theſe things will -” Rm elle but ſorrow 


and 
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(10) 4: 
wid bitterneſs, Can thy heart endure? Or can thy 
hands be frrong in the day that I ſhall deal withihee ? 
Ezek.22,14+ ; 
3. Inaword, corfider this all ye thar are careleſs, 
and neglect the day and duty of Preparation, You 
that are unmindful of thisday, what will you do in 
the day of trotble, when the fleſh and heitt ſhall 
fails 1tis a wonderful thing to ſee how careleſs ma- 
ny are of theſe things, though they ſee the wiſe man 
die as well as the fool; the ſtrong,as well as the feebley 
che young, as well as the old, yet notwithſtanding 
how do men forget theſe: things, and negle& thax 
duty, thatis greatly incumbent on*them, Confider 
therefore with your ſelves, have nor all that have 
gone before you, failed? Where ure all the great 
_  Nerees, the mighty Men of 'the Earth, that were a 
rerrour is the Larid of the Living* Have they 'not 
all failed, and ſep: their ſleep? The ſtrongeſt ficſh, and 
the Roureſt heare that ever was in the world did fail 
at laſt, Therefore madneſs and folly for thee to think 
to eſcape, ant forget the time. Ther&ore' Conſftuer 
this all:ge thut forget God left Tiedr you in Pieces; and. 
there bt nant to deliver; Plal, 50, 22. What will you 
doin the day of Viſtt atton'? Whither will you flee for 
b:1pe Ifa.vo.z3, Kisrhegreareſt folly in the World 
toneglect thar time, which once paſt,- can never be 
recalled: - This isthe' folly of Man (faich'the wife" 
man) Man knowsinet vhe tiret + like the Fiſh thet'Fi 
canght in the Net, and the Bird'in the ſnoe, ſos Min, 
he knows not his time: 'Eccl. 9.12. Ferwſilem Khew 
pot the! day of her V iſivacion;' as the fooliſh Yirging, 
ia like maynet. Fran ; (24710 04.00 39 8 
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IT, Let every one be exhorted to provide in time, 
and-remember chat a. failing time will come upon 
Nature,and co make due Previſien againſt chat time, 
Let us fer ourſelves to lay up Proviſion againſt che 
time of need, Zake 16.9, Make to your ſelves friends 
of the unrighteows Mammofi, that when ye fail (our 
Saviour takes it for granted, that ſusha time will be, 
ſuch aday will come, when not all things elſe only, 
but we our (elves ſhall fail) they may receivue yu into 
everliſling Habitations. Seek therefore the Lord while 
he may be ſound, and call upon him"whiles be is near, 
Ifa.55.6. As the Apoſtle exhorts, Let us go boldly 
10 the Throne of Grace tg ſeek for micrcy, andobtain 
Grace to belp in time of need, Heb, 4 v.laſt, There 
is indeed a time of need coming, need enough be ſure, 
when the outward and inward man fails z when: the 
flcſh and heart both fails, | ic will be & timeof great 
need:: if then we are to ſeek, miſerable will that 
day be to.us. | 
. .,.Confider what a mercy it is, that we that are weak 
and feeble in our ſelves. may yet bemad: frong inthe 


Lord, andin the Power of his Might, there 1s way made 


for it in Chtiſt, 1/a,45.,.24., Swrely ſhall eve ſay, in 
the Lord have. 1 Righteouſneſs and. Strength , &c, 
Therefore, ſaith God Let notthe wiſe Man glory in bis 
Wiſdow, nor the ſtrong man in his Strength, ner the 
rich man in his Riches, bnt let himthat glorieth, glory 
in the Lord, which the Apoſtle refers to Chriſt, 1Cors 
I-latter end, .. So. doth the Pſalmiſt ſpeak, that he 
had nothing in himſelf co glory io, his fleſh and be art 


NN hemevia the next place, where his ſtreageh 
<=: 35 de mats 1" lies : 
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lies 3. God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my Por: 
tion for ever, and this is the latter patt of-my Tex, 
which: declares that divine ſappore, and ſarisfaRion, 
which God afforded his Servant in- this ſad caſe; 
when his Fleſh-and Heart failed, then God was his 
Stiengthand Portion. Here are two Expreſſions of 
what David found and enjoyed, 1, That God was 
his ſtrength, and 2. His Portion: of each of theſg 
ſomthing. ' My task is to go through the text. 

I. God is the firength of my heart, The Septunginr 
reads it [+> ©:45 mis apadlas we, % n weyhe us © ©:ds ois 
Ty erove) The God of my Heart, and my Pot is 
God for ever ;, but in the Qriginal. "tis: Tſurlebbabbi 
God is the Rock. of my hearr,, And it: is uſual ig 
Scripture to-call a Man's God his Rock,” Dear. 32. 
v.30,31, &c.. How ſhould one chaſe a- thouſand,” &c, 
except their Rock had: ſold them, and: the Lord had 
fout-them up. For their Rock is- not as our Rock, our 
Enemies themſelves beinz Fuders, Here: [God « the- 
God of my Heart, or the Rock of my Heart] the ſenſe 
and meaningis, that Godis a Support and Securit 
uaro him, againft all choſe fears and dangers whic 
did even {tak his'natural fpirit - Though his fleſh and 
heart fail, yet God was ar- impregoable* Roek; - that ' 
afforded ſupport and ſecurity to him. ds bs 

Dotty. I]. | 

+ Learn, That .God is « never-failing Rock wnto' his 
Ebildres, that: affords. them. ſafety and ſecurity-even 
when ail fails, 'mben friends, and. fieſb; and hart, and 
:all fail, TheScriptures full-of : Teſtimonies 20 the 
eruth hereof, and it would be but expence of time ro 
produce miny tor -the Confitmationof it. God:.often» 
$ 224, £ UMes 
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times is called The Rock of bis People, and he'is ſo cal- 
led for this reaſon; ' becauſe. he affords ſupport and 
fecority ro them. As the Mountains are about Jeruſalem, 
fo theLord is round about them that fear him,P/.125_ Be- 
gin. and Iſa. 26.9-3-4. T how wilt keep thems.1n perfect 
peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed upon thee: becauſe they iruſt- 
ed inthee. ' Truſt "inthe Lord for ever, forintheLo d 
Jehova is everlaſting ſlwergth: Or (as the Margin 
expreſſerh it from rhe Original) the Lord Jehova is 
the Rock of Hges, Such a Rock-is to his peo- 
ple, that affords them all manner of (afery and ſecyri- 
ty, that will preſerve them unto eveilaſting happi- 


neſs, * L es 
- For the underſtanding heredf we muſt know this, 
that God is ſo a Rock ro. his People.ro afford them 
ſtrength and ſafery z, a$ thar notwithſtanding his chil» 
dren-may be ſubjet ro great AUG they. na, be 
afflited fore, and with ndyſome diſeaſes. Pſa, 38, 
w.7,8; They may Be ara lofs,. and"in diſtrels in 
Their outward condition, as other men3z* ſo it was with 
Fob and 'Heman, A child' of God may be full of 
fears and diſconragements, he may loſe the fight of 
God,Gog itzy ſand far of an@hidetiimſelt from their 
App: $-: 11,400.27, 40d 499-14, - '2i0n 
ſaid the Earabatt/ fr Juken me. *God hath forgatten,me, 
Such niay be rhe r Apprehenſions, ſuch their choughts- 
oof themſelygs, yet notwithſtanding, God #4. the Rack of, 
"phelr heat, and their, Pirtlinfor ever. ON 
- 29 6bjetF. Bir Your ay, how.) God the repgrh 
- of their heatt} -if! he ſufftts*nor on lwyhce tet "but 


- theirheattt&fail #'' You [ce Davidg fleſb and heat 
-did fail ok was God then ogg oh 
"heart ? FTICY 


= 


>. 
4uſs. The Apoſtle gives light hereto, 2Cvr,1.v. 
9. FWereceived the ſentence of Death in our ſelves that © 
we might not truſt in our [elves but in God that guickens 
th: dead. His NaturalPower, firength, and' confi- 
dence fail, all his own Wiſdome, and Abilities _ 
yet faith keeps him up depending npon the Power 0 
God, that was his ſupport z -W#ven 1 am weak, then! 
WEST... Lt adds fv 
\ 7, God inthe greateſt weakneſs of his Children af- 
ords ſtrength to their hearts, he is their Rock, he 
ſupports their Faith : though allfails, they can cruſt ig 
him , though they walk in darkneſs, and have vo light, 
get they-can truſt in the Name of the Logd, and ſtay 
themſelves upon their God, 114.5010. ,Gad.is the 
ftrengch of their heart in that reſpet, though chey 
have not the Faith of Aſſurance, yet they have the 
Faith of Reliance 3 though God flayes them, . yet he 
enables them ſtill totruſt in him. _ So (ith: the A- 
oftle; Tow are kept by the Power of God through Faith 
#nto ſalvation, 1 Pet, 1,5, Goddeals with his Chil- 


F, 


- 


ith, cha! he 
orms his Word to them 


eo le,; PPP } 
tha never fails, The e two thallproduce, . i: . 
"2 he immurabllity of his Couaſel-and of his Co: 
| anot. fail, thecefors his people os 
\ | &l- 
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childrenare ſafe 3, by an 9 Purpoſe, . (as our old 
Engliſh Tranſl tion readsic), wilt thod. ordain Peace ; 
Ifa.25. 3, Andche Apoſtle hath it expreſly : 8&y two 
Immutable things it is impoſſible for Godtoly, Heb. 6 
18, Gads,Counſel and ( er50ane ate unghangeable 
things, ;and therefore his. Children, that. are fare, 
known by him, and that arewithin his Covenant muſt 
needs be ſafe; their fafery doth not depend- upon 
themſelyes, and upon their own ſtability, but upen 
Gods Purpoſe and Promiſe, .,. /,...; «| 
. 2+ Becauſe of the ugchangeableneſs of his love, .His 
love is not like Mens, that .changeth. day , by. day, 
Fer. 31.3. God loves his people with an eweris/t ng 
love, therefore they cannoc milcarry,,, he. will not dg- 
ſert them in.their weaknels., Cods love as; well, 25 
his Covenant doth engage him ro, be. the Erengrhot 
their heart 3\ bjs Gifts, apd Callings art. wwhout, Re- 
Pemtance; He changerh not in his Purpoſes towards, 
his Children, 1am the Lord, 4 change not, therefore ye 
fons of Jacob art no: conſumey;., God is 2 never-tailing 
— his children. A lictle Emprovemenc. 

Ob; eo hdla M0 SlgorG oilg a8 bh 5 
"Uſe 1,. Lui Singers chen ceujie.heltres wich 

this God. Labour, roma him your Rock, your, #e- 

fuge, and your Hiding Place. Acquaint ;new My Jeif 
mth Gd, Jaþ'22,13 1. 44461, go08 Rl Come rug 

thers, 150 (halt #how bebuilh, up, Drhgrgile kno this, 
that 3. time. of Jainging aud failing will come, ;apon. 
thee. 0 Rat folly is it co fit down and, farisfy our 
fe]ves with Cilteras, \rhar. will be dried, with, 6rotew 


Cifter h r, Ando gegleſiinhs fapnieie; 
Na bes PE nt 
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totly of nd ma Fer. 2.13, Sinner, look abour 
you; Confider, if you have not God for your Re- 
tuge, Foct, and Hiding-Place, there is nothing can 
relieve or ſupport your fainting ſpirit, Nothing can 
ſtand by, 'when the heart and fleth fails, it God dorh 
not. Make ſure your intereſt in him ; he will never 
fail you ; bleſſed are all they that wait for him, This 
\h-uld be ourcare ;. this is the work and dury of eve- 
ry one of us, To make 0ur Calling and Eleftion ſure , 
Da bur make ſnare that you know the Lord, and yon 
may expe helparadead lifr, in a time of greateſt, 
need; his Love and Covenanewill fetch you up a-' 
g1in, thongh inthe Depths of Hell,and under Waves, 
and inthe belly of Hell; yer then will the Hand of 
God relieve you, © The Apoſtte cells us, Whom he 
calls, them he juftifies,. and whons be juſtifies, theme 
elorifits, Thert's an indifſotable Counexion berween 
Gtace andGlory. Make bue your Calling ſure, and 
It God alone forthe reſt, . Be afſured, thar to them 
whoſe God he is, he will be*a never-failing Zock in 
T2 -- | 
Uſe T7. Let the People of God, that haye intereſt 

in this Rock, beencouraged thenin ll Caſes to hope, 
and pur their confidence in him that never failes ; even 
when the fleſh fazles, never fuſpeR the Power of God, 
even when 2tt failes, never give.up thy hope, and 
hold faſt 'in this Rock of Ages; What 2 bleſſed 
things itto have a Refuge, inaftorm ; a Rock, in 
danger; this being life in death, when ſtreams are 
dried upto havea living Fountain, - Peace in tronble, 
Light in-darkneſs, Pſal.112,4; Tithe wpright there 4 
riſeth light i darkneſs, "EINE | 

a 1-Here 
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I 
r. Here conſider for-thy Encouragement, what 
choughall fails, the, Power of God never fails. Sion 
complains, her Way was hid from God, What, (ith 


God, baft net thou known and heard that the everlaſting & 


God, the Creator of the Ends of the Earth never faim- 
&th por 5s weary, Ia, 40. 28, Again 

. 2, Whea all, fails, yer the Promiſe and Cove- 
nant of God never fails, , David found it o, ' his 
heart and fleſh failed, yea, his obedience and hope 
was like to fail 3. yer, ſaith David, Though my Houſe 
be not ſo with God, yet he hath with me an everlaſting 
Covenant, orderedin all things and ſure, 2 Sam, 23, 
v.5-; Though he could ſee no Houriſhing in his Fa- 
mily, things went not well, yea, went backward in 
ſtead of forward z yet he ſtayed and relieved himſelf 
in the Covenant of God, when his Fleſh failed, 

. Chriſt doth not fail co make a perpetual Inter- 
a with the Father, Chriſt hath an #nchangeable 
Prieſthood, and he 1s therefore able to ſave to the utmoſt 
all that come toGod by hims, becauſe he ever. lives to 
wake interceſſion for us, Heb, 7.v.25. Chiiſt is our 


dear friend, and ſenſible of our infirmities, whoſe 


natural fleſhand heart did fail, for he was really dead, 


'as every man can be, in his humane nature, Helis 


one whom God will not deny, + 
4. Let us betake our ſelves to this Rock in time 
of ſtraits, whenall fails, for the greateſt failing of the 


Creature is the greateſt opportugity for God to ſtand 
' by and ſupport, God chuſeth ſuch a.time to glorifie 


his Grace and Powers he raiſeth the dead, he revives 
and-comforts the ſorrowful, he reſtores them thar 


-Aeat aloſs.in chemſelyes, Let. us labour therefore 


D. 0 
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to ſtay our minds and hearts upoiGodinour greateſt 
diſcouragements, 'We may ofrenrimes finde ficſh 
and heart fail before-hand * We meet with things 
many times that are ready torun us down, while we 
arein the World, that weare not able to ſtand un- 
der ;, Let us acquaint our ſelves therefore with this 
Rock,, and with the Life of Faith, to flee unto our 
Re'ting place, making God our Refuge , our Rock, 
and our Habitation. When all fails, make this an 
Argument with God, Ffal, 22.v.11. B? not far from 
me O Lord, trouble is nexv, at non: to h:ip. | cot- 
clude this Point with a few words of the Pſalmift, 
PF (al. 143-v.4--7. where you may ſce what caſe the 
 Pfal viſt was in, and what courſe hetook, My Spirit 
is overwhelmed within me, 1 ſtretched forth my hand ts 
thee my foul thirſfteth after ther as a thirſty Land. Hear 
my Prayer, "0 Lord, my ſpirit fails, hide mot thy face 
from me, Let us make tris Argument with Gogif 
all Arguments fail, /» him the Fatherltſs finds mercy, 
to them that have no might he encreaſeth tremgth.as the 
'Propher ſpeaks, P(al.'r 42. 4,5. '1 looked v9 the rich 
band, «td behold there was no man, ' All Refuges fail. 
Nv man cared for my ſoul, 7 cried to thee, © Lord, 
(what did he lay.) Thow art my Refnge, my Rock, ani 
my Hiding-Place, and Portion in th; Land of the ©Li- 
vinz. Sol come rothe lift clauſe of ty Texrigod 
is rheftretigch of #9 Heart, 'and my Portion for twwer. 
"Lc me'fpexk i few words of this Part alſo, 4nd 1 
ſha!l conclue, My Portion for ever, A” Portion ſio- 
nifies a part that upon a Diyidend falls to 3*"Mins 
ſhare, Cen.1 44a/t." Cetthenrt kt their Phytioy! Als a- 
ham fo: his pate wouldHave noſhare in the ſpoi], yer 

. he. 
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he would not preſcribeto than, or deprive them of 
their ſhare, -Zuke 15. The Prodigal faich,. give. me 
wy Portion of 'goods: God hath adouble Portion ro 
diſtribute a Portion” to the wicked, Pſal. 11. Upon 
the wicked be rains ſnares. fire and brimſlone, and ax 
herrible tempeſt. This is the Portion of their Cup. *Tis 
ſaid, They have their Portion in this life, Pla), 17. 14, 
The Wicked's Portion is from God, but the Portion 
of the Saints is in God, even God himſelf is their Por- 
tion, and they are his, Fer,10.9,16, The Portion of 
Jacob #5 not like them. He means God, he is call'd 
the Portion of Faceb, that will nor deceive thoſe that 
Put their cruſt in-him, God is the Portion of Facob, 
and Facob is the Portion of God, D-g#. 32. v.9. The 
Lords Portion is his People, Jacob 15 he Lot of his Inhe- 
ritanee. 1 amito ſpeak .of God as thei fortten, Ly Por- 
tion, here is meancifuch a Partion as wherein a Wan 
delights, and is contented, ad {ully ſar isfied. So the 
Pſalmiſt means, He is my Portion for ever; 51 tuch a 
Portionas I am pleaſed wich, and tind latis/aRivn,and 
full contentment in, 
WRnD, 07 Dor. Il. 5 
Hence learn, ' God #s an All-fufficient Portion to 
his People, when all things elje do fail. 1 muſt rior 
ſtand here neitherto multiply Quotations, God is 
oftentimes tiled by himſelf, and by his people, heir 
. Portion 3, I ſball'onty ſhew you: whatgkyno, of Portion 
-Godis to his people, and rhen make ſome little Re» 
fictions hereof by way of .LEe and- Application. A 
. Portion that ſatisfies, breeds fweernefſs and content 
inthe Mind, - That which will (atigfie the Mind of 


Man muſt be ſateable co ic; ail Conteatinen art- 
Da (zh 
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ſeth from the ſateableneſs - no .OQujet and, 
the Sub jet : That which-muſt be our Portion, and 
givecontent and ſatisfaQion to our Mind, muſt, be, 
1, Suteable,1nd bear a proportion to our faculties and 
capacities, as we are men, * That which ſatisfies an- 
other creature will not ſatisfieman, Man hath alarge 
capacity : they that take up any (arisfaRion ſhort of 
God do not know themſelves; -and” they. feed upon 
that which is not bread, Yea, they feed upon Wind 
and Aſhes. 2, It muſt be ſuitable to ourwants and 
neceſfities3 as wee ſinners, .we want pardon, re- 
conciliation and peace with God z we want aſſurance, 
and a right and title to eternal glory... Now nothin 
can be a ſatisfying Portion to us, that hath:-not theſe 
Properties. And 3.It muſt be ſuitable to our defire, 
as weare enlightned, and convinced, and ſpiritually 
affected Chriſtians. 'The ſpiritual Mind will ſay as 
the Pſalmiſt here ; Whom have 1 in, Heaven but thee, 
and thereis none in Earth 1 deſire beſpdes thee. Now 
ſuch a kind of Portion is onely God z-a ſuteable Por- 
tion; adequate and commenſuzate,,unto our capa- 

Cities, neceſſities and deſires, + We cannot want that 
which isnot in God, He is an Obje ,every way for 
kind and quality, ſuitable and commenſurate toour 
Cale and capacity, 

2, That Portion that gives contentmuſt have a 
ſufficiency for ehequantity of it. The;Mind of Mz 
is of a vaſt capacity, The Eye is not, ſatisfied with' Jp 
ing, nor the Ear with heating, much leſs the Minds 6f 
Man with enjoying, unleſs he enjoy that, wherein he 
£an finde no limits. Man's' Mind js greater then the 

& I: * 2 3761 toe es World. . 
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world, The Mind of Man muſt belot inits: en» 
joymeat, it muſt find-no bounds, and feel 'no botrom, 
elſe it will quickly grow weary, - Now ſuch a Por- 
tionto his people is God, I am &/-fhaddasi, 1 am God 
All- ſufficient, Gen, 17,1. Godis a place of broad wa- 
ters to his people; ab his ZLaw,ſo his Love isexceed- 
ing broad; we cannot diſcover the bredth anddepth- 
Facoh could ſay, 1 baveall; having God he had all, 
and where there is all chere is nothing wanting. 

3. In that portion that muſt give full contentmenc 
to the Minde of Man, there muſt be Proprierie, as to 
our right and title, 'Tis a greardiſcouragement to a 
man, if he hath any crack. in his title: - he will have 
but little comfort, being always in tear of being caſt . 
out of doors. In this portion the Saints have the 
ſureſt title, Pſal.,48.v./aſt, This God is our God, This 

eat and everlaſting God is our God, They cancall 

im o#r God with the higheſt confidence, and the ſu- 
reſt right. Heis ours by aCovenant thatis everlaſt- 
ing, and will never fail. And 


- 4, And laſtly, that portionthat will give content» 


ment, muſt alſo be in its own.nature permanent,other- 


: wiſe our portion may leave us miſerable, The portion - 


ofGods people is an everlaſting portionzit wil continue 


'from Age to Age toall Eternity, God is my Portion for - 


ever : it willneyer be ſpent. The wicked of the 


World may have aſmall portion of, good things here; 


itis but for a moment, a day or two, and that is gone: 
But God is my. - Portion ſaith the Prophet, for 
ever. 
Uſe I,' I will ſpeak to them that have the Lord 
far their portion, and then tg thoſe that have not bs. | 
; RS Fuſt,:. 
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Fiiſt, two or three worcs $a, that have the Lord 
for your portion, You are a happy people z Blefſed are 
the people that are in [ſuch a caſe, yea, happy are they 
whoſe God is the Lord. I hope here are many here, 
whoſe portion is God, and many | know profeſs that 
it is ſowith them, and many defireit: You that can 
claim anintereſt in God, andown him for your por- 
tion. Let me entreat you, 

1, To piize and magnifie your portion, andtake 
heed neither by word or cart iage, to diſhonour or de- 
ſpiſe your portion, as that prophane perſon Eſau, who 
deſpiſed his Birthright, Ifear leſt perhaps you ſhould 
dilparage your portion, w hen you look upon others 
that have much of the world, and admire chem, and 
areenyious at them; would you be willing tochange 
portions with them, your portion for theirs? I am 
ſurethe Pſalmiſt would not do ſoz he prays to be de- 
livered from men that had their portion in this l:fe, Pial, 
,17,v.14- tobe delivered, not only from their wrath 
and malice, but trom their ſociety and portionz - he 
would not be numbred among them 3 he would be 
delivered from men thar have their Portion in this 
life, Whatever 10u (ee in the portion at the men 
of this World, The portion of |acob is not like them, 
Their Rock is not as our Keck, themſelves ſome time or 
other being Fudges, Theretore let every one that;hath 
the Lord tor his portion, rake courage and reſo}utjon, 
and magnifte his/Portion, P/al.16.m,5;6. The:Lord is 
the lot of my inheritance, 2 the portion of my Cup, The 
lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant places, When 0- 
thers gloryin their fine Houſes, and large Eſtates 5 in 
their dour:ſhing Pamyly, ſome perhaps un one vanity, 
and 
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and ſome in anocher 3 then 28 your mind ro the 
contemplacion of that blefF:d portion, that God hath 
beſtowed upon you in himſelf, 

2. It God be your portion, be ſuretolive up2n 
your portion. A fad thing! others live upon liceie, 
and you not make a living upon rhe = God. *T's 


a ſorry portion that cannot aff 1rd a ſub'iſtence, bur 
men muſt toil for ir, Can't you make a Living of 
God ? is he not enough without creatures? To think 
ſo is a diſparagemenc ro your portion. That ſoul is 
toq covertous that can't be content with God. Is there 
not morein him then in them all £ It we own God 
for our portion, ſay as the Pſa!miſt, 1 have none in 
Heaven but thee ; and as the Prophet Havzk. 3.0.17. 
T8, , Althoveh the Fig tree doth not bloſſom, neithrr 
[bill frazt be in the Vine, the labsar of the Olive ſhall 
Hall, andth: Fields ſhall yield ns meat, © the Flock ſhallbe 
cat off frons the Fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 
falls. Tet 1 will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my ſalvation. This is that becomes. you, and 
This is tharwill Honour yout'portion:: When jour beart 
3s where your treaſure is : when your comtar: and'peace 
can our-live all outward diſcouragements- and. enjoy» 
ments whatſoever, This is your duty to lfve _ 
your portion, and to ſatisfie and ſolace your ſelves 
Thite with continually, Zord; ſaith David, What doT' 
wait for? traly my Hope is5mtbee, Pſal, 39. v; 7; and 
Helays't charge upon his (gul,. Pfal.624 v.5; My ſoul, 
wait thou only upon God; for my expettation is from him; 
He hath poexpectation-trom:the world, he chargeth 


"hisſonl to lrope only in-Ged;” romake God his only 


: porcion andſitkfagioa. Sorhbe Church, Lam; 3924 
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Tht Lord is my portion, {aith my ſoul, 1 will hott in hin 
That is the Concluſion, Take. heed of murmuring, 
by diſcontent and ſadneſs of ſpirit, you do butdiſpa- 
rage and Giſhonour your portion, 

3. Take heed you do-not forego your portion: for- 
ſakeirnor, If you forego your portion you will ne- 
ver minde yourſelf. As ſaith the Prophet, All they 
that depart from thee ſhall be aſhamed : why ? Becauſe 
they have forſaken the Lord the Fountain of living water, 
Ter,17,v.13. We may walk in the ſparks we have kind- 
led, for a little while, but all that doſo, ſhall lie down 
in ſorrow, Ila 50.v.laſt. So ir is here inthe verſe fol- 
lowing my text, Lo, they thft are far from thee ſhall pe- 
riſh, They that forſake God _forſake their own mercy. 
Naboth would rather 'oſe his-life then his living: he 
had rather die then forego his portion, God forbid that 
1 fhoul2 ſell the inheritance of my father. Much more 
cauſe have you to ſay, (when temptation comes to 
forſake your peace, and your God)as the Diſciples did, 
Whither ſhall we go, for thou haſt the words of eternal 
life? Say as the Plalmiſt upon this fabjeR, Pal. 119. 
57+ Thou art my portion, 0 Lord, 1 have (aid 7 will keep 
Word, God btiogs his portion, he was reſplved co 

eep it, | 

I conclude all with thatof the Apoſtle, Fude v.20, 
21. Butye bel ved, building up your . ſelves on your moſt 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt. Keep your ſelves in 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt unto eternal life * TY | 

Laſt Uſe, To them that have not God for / their 
portion. Labour'to: gaia-this portion. , Labour to 
| have and-knowir, / But you may ſay, this were, a 

FR bleſſed 


| (25) 

bleſſed thing indeed, but how ſhall I come to it? 1 
Anſwer, Mahi SIP MOT Y 

' I, Chufe the Lord for thy portion: God gives 
every man his choice. Foſhu4 put the' people to their 
choice, Chuſe whom you will ſerve, Joſh. 24. Surely, 
you canblame none bur your ſelyes if you make a 
wrong choice, As Mary, ſo muſt youchuſe that good 
Part that ſhall not be takes from you, Luke ro. laſh, 
Many would lay the faule ſome way or other, bur they 
do not chooſe the Lord 'for their portion hity are 
not content to take him alone for their eſtate, Say 
as the Church, Lam.3.24. The Lord is my portion, 
ſaith my ſoul, Let got thy Mouth only but thy Soul ſay 
in like manner. 

3, Be not content without him - reſolve never to 
take up with, or receive ſatisfation from any thing 
ill chis be attained, Refuſe all other portions with- 
" opt this,” ſay, What wilt thou give me, Lord, if 1 ga 
Chriſt-leſs, and God-leſs? If T have no portion in 
thee,” what good” will all riches do me? God loves 
ſuch a reſolurce purpoſe, and ſuch a reſolved choice: 
God loves that the ſoul fbould ofer violence to him, 
when it will have God, and nor be ſatisHed wichour 
him: As Luther ſaid, I proteſted 7 would not be put off 
with any thing beneath himſelf , this is a brave ſpirit 10 
the account of God, And that's the reaſon why ei- 
ther you miſs God for your portion, or at leaſt you 
want the comfort that ariſeth from his being our por- 
tion, becauſe you are tamperiog with other obje&s, 

The Lord loves when the ſoul is chaſte and fingular in 
its affetions towards bim, 'when none, in heaven but 
hd E him, 


(as : 
him, nor any in Earth but him; Let this bethy ov 
thing, thatthou muſt and wilt have or periſh... 

3. So doing. go on and wait upon God, and obſcive 
the iſſuez he will reveal himſelf to thee, thou ſhalt 
aſſuredly have the Lord for thy portion, I.ſay with 
all confidence by the Authority of Gods Word; Chule 
God for thy portion, chuſe- him fincerely as the ſu- 
Preme portion of thy. ſoul, ſo-that t hou wilt not ac- 
quieſce without himyg thou wile not; be content un- 
leſs thou enjoyeſt him ; and go on, wa e,and thou ſhalt 
find the Lord, He meets bim that rejoyctth, and worketh 
righteouſneſs, that wait for him in the way of his judge- 
ments, 1ſ1,64.5. Andthe Apoſtle aſſures vs, that to - 
them, who by patient continuance inwell-doing, ſeek | 
for Glory and Immortality God will render eternallife, 
Rom 2. Let as many of us as either have not God 
for our portion, or have nor yet that clear ſatisfaRion 
as to be able to ſayitz chuſe him alone for our por- 
tion, and go on. in our choice ; wait upon God, and un 
due time he will reveal himſelf gntous. The Textis 
alarge Theme to be.iaſiſted upon fully, but we' muſt 
contentourſelyes with theſe brief- Meditations, ſo as 
I might confine my. ſelf within che Compaſs of the 
time. | 

As to. the Perſon deceaſed, I will (ay little, leſt I 
ſhould wrong thedead, and offend che living; only - 
this I ſuppoſe, ſhe was one that had this rext.upon her 
heart, in the power and ſ»eetneſs of-it , and. that 
cauſed her tongue to make frequent mention of it, 
and alſo to recommend ir to our Uſe and Meditation - 
at this time, To fulfil. whoſe deſire it. hath bin now 
briefly, 


_ 
briefly irfiſted on, She believed ad therefore ſpake; 
ſhe asked and received, feſo ht and found, ſhe knock, 
edandGed opencd to her, ſhe choſe the Lord for ber Per, 


tion in life, and ſhe feund him ſo in her death: 1 may 
ſay of her as the Pſalmiſt, When her fleſh and heart 
failed, ſhe found God to be the ftirength of het heart, and 
her portion for eugre 


(29) 


PPTTITTETLILE ITT FELYEY 


A SHORT 


Of ſeme of the 


ACCOUNT 


Choice Experiences, Bleſſed Diſcove- 


ries, and 


ractous Evidences. of 


Mrs. Martha Brooks, who fell A. 
ſleepin Fefur, June 20..1676.. 
Dravii bp by a titar Relation, that beſt -under fred her- 


ſpivitual Eftate and Condition. 


'T 4s 1-on 

the Dy of his Power-upon her ſoul, 

y Rp, years ago the Grear and Glorious 
God, by his-Spirit: and "Power, by his. 


"Xx 


Work Rod. - brought her from under the 

ee} 1 and Dominion of Sin and Sa- 

Fopgh heroff from Reſtings: or 

eB pol herownRightrouſaeſs, which 

the daily ed opontp bur filthy Rags, 

.d as 4: ajenttoous cloth, and brought her 

; Ez communion with Him- 
Sor.” and his bleſſed Spirir; &c. 


fince, that' the Lord made- it: 


Pra). 1 10. 


J* 


1Thel.1.5 
Pro. wg. 
15- 


Ro. 6.14. 
AAas 26. 
38.11.64.6 
John 1.3, 
4. 2Cor.. 
I 314+ 


ake 4 fall Narration of theſe: great things, 
Eo this Little Piece, to {well beyond its due - 


pie: 


(30) 
proportion 3.and though it might pleaſe ſome, yet it 


would diſſatisgfie 0thersz and therefore I ſhill doljctle 
more then hint at things, that ſo 1 may bring all I in- 
rend to (ay into 2 narrow Compals, 

Sh. uld I ſay all 1 could 


. Firſt, a bout her knowledge and acquaint. 


J»b22.2 1. ancewith Chriſt, when and-where ſhould | 


Joh Wwy”.%, 


C14,7.17. 
Tha. 13, 
—.: 


AQs4 12, 
i'Tim, r. 


15-Cvl, 1. 


19. Chap, 


12,3 A®. 


$.31 Col. 
2.6, Rom. 
2.12.Plal, 
119,72, 

Rey, $19, 
Dan.g.14 
Neb, 9.33 


m :ke an end, Only this I may ſay, 1, Her 
knowledge was inward, 2 It' was affeRi- 
onace:- 3. Experimental. 4. Humblings, 
5. Growings. 6. Communicative. 7. Pra- 
ical. | 
_ '$:condly, ſhould I ſay all I could abour 
: her- high- Approbation of 'Chrift, when 
and"whereſhould I make an end, only this 1 
may hint. 1. That ſhe highly approved of 
the Perſon of Chriſt, as the moſt ſuitable 
good inHeayenor Earth to her ſoul. 2. She 
highly approved of .the Perſonal Excel- 
lencies of Chriſt as the.moſt tranſceadentEx- 
cellencies. 13, She highly approved. of - 
Chriſt in all his Offices, both Kingly, Pro- 
-Phetical and Prieſtly. 4, She highly appro- 


: wed of all che;precious things of Chriſt. As 


bukes, 6c. | 


his Day, his Laws, his Worſhip, his Ordi- 
narices,his Ways, his Saints. 5, She' highly 
approved of the Rebukes, of che ſevere Re- 
bukes of Chriſt, knowing that chey were 
che.fruits of his loye, and chat he was holy 
and wiſe, jaſt-,and righteous in all his re- 


Thirdly, about her Chgice and ——_—" 


I) 
of Chriſt to be her Head a t:usband, her 
Sovereign and Saviour, upon Choice ſhe 
would have none but Chiiſt to fave her, 
not none bar Chriſt to rule her. © | 

Fourthly, about her Reception ofChriſt, 
x. In all his. Offices, 2, Iato every Room 
of her ſoul, 3, Once forall, 4. Upon his 
own Gaſpel-terms, Aat. 16.24, 

Fifthly, about. her.bigh, her very. high 
eſtimation of Chriſt, ſhe prized above all 
| her duties, aboveall her Priviledges, above 
all her Graces, above all her outward Con- 
tentments, and above all her ſpiritual 
 Enjeyments35 - he wasto her the chiefeſt of 
ten-thonſand.z he was fairer then the Chil- 
drenof Men, he was the Pearl of Price in 
her Eyes he was more precious then Rubies 
to her ſoul. 


She looked upon all things as . 
nothing in compariſon of ChriſtzShe had ras . 
ther have one Chriſtthen a thouſand worlds . 


Sixthly;abour herMatriage-Union and Communiog 


with Chriſt,of which freely and trequent- - 
ly ſhe diſcourſed both withMiniſters and 
Chriſtians throughout her ſickneſs, her 
Marriage- Union with Chriſt was Breaſts 
ofConſolation and Wells of Salyationto 


Cani.3-1r, 
Hol, 2.18, 19 
20. 2Cor.11-2 
Pſal-66.11. 
Chap-12.3, 


her, thraughour her nine Months fickneſs. by theſe - 


things ſhedid live, and in theſe things... 
. were the Life of her Spirit. 


Iſa38.16, - 


zly, Abaur her truftingsand cleavings to Chriſt, as - 
the Ivy cleaves tg the Ob, the Child to the 


Mo- - 
ther, , 


(32) | 
ther, or as the Wife cleaves to the Hus- Job. FI. Fr 
band, In all her ops and downs, ſhe Aa. 23. 
would be ſtill hanging upon Chriſt and Rub, 1. 14, 
cleaving to Chriſt. : F919 

!y. Abour her thirſtings, breathings, andLongings, 
after higher,clearer,and fuller,enjoyments ofChriſt,ſhe 
couldnever have enough of Chriſt, nore- 
nough of his preſence, nor enough of his £1214 7%? 
Spirit, 'nor enongh of his grace, nor E- 3.Pſal 84. 
nough of his manifeſtations, nor enough #%-27-4-5. 
of his conſolations, the conſtant cry of her ſoul, 
was more of Chrift, more of Chtriſt, © more of 
Chriſt. 

Ninchly, About her ſad lamenting,agd bewailing the 
withdrawings of Chriſt, There wereno _ BY 
-days (oſad, ſo dark, ſo gloomy, fogriev- "5" » 
ous, (© affligive to her as thoſe days : Mic. 5, 8: 
wherein he that ſhould comfort her foul -9-* 
ſtood a far off. 'Lam,16, The ſhinings of Chrifts 
Face made a Heaven in her heart, And the hidings 
of his Face, was her only Hell? Let whoſe would 
frown, if Chriſt did bur ſmile all was well. LY 

Teathly, About her ſympathizing withchriſt, in all 
the diſhonors that were done to hisName, 4 
his Perſon, his'Day, his Offices, his Or- **, aq $3" 
dinances, his Wayes, his Saints, and it was \Excks 46; 
a grief to her to ſee 'others grieving of 2Per-2-44748- 
Chriſt; Other mens fins were matter of her ſorrow ; 
The fins of orhers hath coſt her many aprayer, matly 
a figh, many a tear, and-many a'groan, 'Now ſhould 1 
lay all [ could upon theſe ren Particulars, whenſhonld 
I 


Tihake an end, and' therefore T muſt Catisfie ny (elf and 


the Readur with a hinting ar << 
' - Her whole Life (hamane 
God made it theday of his Power 'upon 

her foul,- was adaily walking with God, 

And of all the days that ever paſt Oyer 

Her' bead, there was none for delight, 

pleaſute, profit, comfort. content, bold- 

"nels Ind fatisfation to thoſe wherein 
"the wafked moſt Eyenl 
ty with God, 


hee excepted) ſince 


Gen. 5.2.2. Cap, 
6 9. Gen: 17. 


112,44 45, As 
24.85, Hcb. 13, 


y, moſt cloſely, and moſtexatt-- 


Contarning fin... 


".. I;Sinof all burdens was her greateſt; 7+ 
49.12, .2.Her hatred and indignation again 
© Univerſal,” Pſal.'r19. 104-128: 7[4.2.20.Cap.,30,2%, 
Hoſ.14.8. Pſal,t19.ul. 
| ly confiiRing with fin, Row.7.23:24-Pſal. 17; 4.She 
had rather be rid of at{ her fins, ' then be tid of all her 


M0 


3, Her whole life was adai. 


les, ſorrows, tryals, bodily Ailments, Fob.7; 20, 


, 21,Cap.74+ 31, 32. Hf. 14.2," Others aredlltbr the 


. remo 


Yr J 


ving of the Judgments and Affliions. they are 
Ex0.8. 8. Num. 21.6,7 Fer. 30,15, * 5.She durſt 
off her ſelf in'aty known-ſin; 
of fin, Pſal:4 39; 1i7, Rm) 7215: 1Pobr 
6.17. © 6. Her $8reateſt 'iconflit was: with - 


much -leſs ip a 
rife 


39 jb 36. 


© heart ſins, ſecrer ſtas, ſpiricualſins, inviſible ſins; Sins 
3þat lye moſt hid,  and/remote from the eyes-of-the- 


.. Warld 
* ſectetC 


a.t9't2.r19. Ffaktr3; Thatevainthoughts, . 
Povefetrer Pr fend Unbdiek,; ſecretHy- - 


"*pocrifie, ſecret MCT” ſecret carnal confidence, 


(34) 

&c. 2.Chron. 12. 28:2 Cor, - Did (fr cloſeſt and 
ſaddeſt upon her ſpirit. 4. There was at irreconcilable 
Oppoſition in her ſoul agziuſt fin, ſhe could not, ſhe 
wou:\ nor, (hz Curſt not upon any terms inthe World, 
adm:r of any T;uce-atReconciliation with ſin, 1, Kings 
14,30-K017.23:"Ca'5 17; non 6. Phol en a Re. 
a> i6- 6, © Herdaily flipsand falls did daily: pro- 
63. 200.723 HQYuce more ſoul-loathings, ſoul-humilia- 
Pl.18 rioa, ſelf-judging,ſelf-abaſemenc,(if-ab- 
-horrency. .9. Her coaſtane defices, / and earneſt cn» 
deayors, were to ayoid and ſhun all known appearan- 
ces of Sin, Gen,39.12. a 20,21, pot 1 1,12, 
12,14.15. 1 Theſ, 5,22, Fude 23, Exod. 23, 7. 
— 2.30, Paget 10- And laſtly, ſhe ſer her ſelf, 
her ſovl, her greaceſt trength, againſt her boſom-ſins, 
| he: conſti:ur;ou- fins, her moſt powerful and moſt pre- 

valear ſins 3 ſhe fer het cif moſt againftrighr- ey lies, 
and right-hand fins. 


Concerning Cleſet-Prager« 


I never knew any Woman ſpend more time in her. 
| Cloſer, nor keep more private daysto God, then the 

did.. The Duties of her Cloſer were her meat and 
drink,anud-ſhe was: always beſt when (he was moſt with 
God inacornec y She has many a whole day og: 
ingout het ſoul: before God in her Cloſer for the N2- 
tion, for $i#n,and the greatConcerns of htr own Soul, 
when them about her did judge it more expedient rhat 
the had been in herbed, by reaſon of ſome bodily, in- 
- - ficniizy that did hang upon her, buc. the divine pee 


*% . 


| (33) | 

fures that ſhe took :nher Cloſer diddro 
the ſenſe of Runs ſecrer enjoyments Oo Iſ.33 .24.91 
God makes heavy *2ifliftions light, lang 2 0+ 
afiitions ſhorr,and bircer afflitions ſwerr; , 
ſhe found by frequent experience that Cloſer-duties- 
were mighty enriching, oul- farning, - foal-ftrengeh+. 
ning, ſobl-nou:ifhing, and' this endeared- her 60-her 

et, | nid 7 . 7; , 


Concerning Ordinances, 

All that did threvghly know her, did know, 1. That 
ſhe greatly - loved the Ordinances in the Power and 
Purity. 3: That ſhe hightſy prized them, 3. That 
ſhe made emprovements of them, &c, endeavoring 
according to her meaſure received ſo to live, 2s that 
.ſhe might reflect honour and glory upon the Ordinar- 
' ces- 4-She made conſcience of one Ordinance as well 
25 another, Luke 15,6. She did nor 2s ſome, cry up: 
ſome Ordinances, and cry dawn. others, nor keep 
cloſe to ſome, and ſive.in the neglect of others. 5.She 
ran all hazards intimes of dangers-to enjoy the Ordi- 
natices, andchoſerarher with xd gr "xi. og 
fer fflictiops with the. People of God, then gong 
to-enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin which. were. | 
bur foraſeaſon. 6. I never knew any Chriſtian under 
"ſuch a load of weakneſfes, firive and labour tro en-- 
- joy the Ordinances aq ſhe did the three laſt years-be-- 
fote her death ti ne, robin > + 


(39 


. Concerning her Love to the Saints. my {A 


Eire, irwas fincere for che Image of God,ofChuilt, 
of Grace and Holineſs, 1Fohr: 3414.18, 1Fohn5. 1.the 
Image of God was the Load-ſtone i, ac out hex 
lovezo the $aints, . - 
192, Ic was yniv poaxggſal 9 pne.Chiſtian as. well as 2n0- 
ther, toall as well as any, to poot Lazarus as yell. 
- to rich Abraham,to an afflicted and deſpiſed Job aswe 
as to an admired: Pavid, toanafflited Foſeph as well 
25 t0 araiſed Facob, Nehew, IIS, Col, 1.4» Phil, 4:21, 
þ( Pet,2, I 7 
- &+ Tc was an extenſiye love , it exegt} to thol 
that were remore in reſpe& of place, asMvell as "ro 
thoſe that were near, tothoſe Saints w hoſe Faces ſhe 
never ſaw, as well as to. rhoſe. whoſe Faces he. ny 
beheld, and all KK be ferigis R reg of e Grace 
ofGod.t! "at has bin!) patkling ans pg them the feb. 
5.26, 
4. It was a fervent love, an adive. love; 2 land hat 
: pur Ne vpon doing, upon aRiog tor them, and diſtti l- 
uting to them, accarUing to her ability, ue wo he- 
cocellity, 1Pet,1, A2s A on 39,29, 30, , WR 
"Ber tove was.not a cold le, lazy love, Jt be % ci 
Is Xo op LT ce , 
as CONLLINT , 2 permanent love, x IC 
3 4. FOIA  eebiot ed Pro lope Fqrinie 


Prov.15.17, It er. like, 
= loved his to the end, Foby 13.1, Ley 5, 2, 
Look as our love muſt be fincere without hypocrifle, 
fo it muſt beconſtant withour deficiencie 3 that love 
c FA, | « Was. 


LIMI 


; (39) > 
as never true that is not conftant; true love like the 


jo Riſk will ſtill be bearing, ir will Kill be working, and 


1brining ont to the Perſon beloved, "*F > 
''6.She loved, honoured and prized them moſt and 
be, in whom the ſpititual and ſupernatural cauſes of 
ove did moſt ſhine and ſparkle, Fſal. 1544, ?ſal.16.3: 
[al.45.13- Pſdl-1195119, fuch Saints-as were mag” 
nificenr in'grace, "noble jo grace, ' glorious ingrace, 
wondetful th grace; kad moſt of her heart; and were 
moſt honoured and prized by her, ſheoved them belt 


that were beſt, 


Concerning the Signal and bleſſed Preſence of God 
with her, thro»ghout her Nine Months ſickneſs. 


' This Divine Pteſence,with his fick and weak Hand- 


maid, did manifcſt' ir ſelf ſeveral wayes. As firſt by 
-preſerving het Eminently from finning under her ſut- 
Ferings, as ſhe would often ſay, Thowgh 1 gyone, 1 7 


bleſs" God 1 donet grumble, I remember what Job, Je- - 


' yeah and Fonah (aid and did in the days of their ſore 
-ſufferings,. bur God ſtogd by his poor Handmaid, and 

- greatly'armed her agaiaſt thoſe particular fins, rhar'an 

: atflicred ſtate lays the afflicted open ro, Secondly, 
-this glorious Preſence of God was manifeſted by keep- 
"ing up'inher daily,exerciſe of thoſe particular graces 
.-+thatwas tobe aRed in an afflicted condition, as fait , 
?:Hope, patience, ſelf; denial, contenration and ſubmiſh- 

- "6n- "Thirdly; this gracious Preſence of God did m:+ 
bifeſt it ſelf, 'by enabling his weak and fick Hanc- 
MWaidin.all her continued weakneſs to be ſtill a-juſti- 


| tying 


= 


33) | 
x , fying of God, o crying out, the Lord 71 
one, Tighteons, theLord is righteous, be is. holy and 
Gen.18.25. juſt, he can do me n0 _ he will ds me no 
Jor-13.1'- wrong, though the Cup be bitter to the fleſh, yet 
pr ons ibs a Cup that my Farber hath put into my. 
Rev.:0-2. hang, and therefore 1 wili drink it, aud lay my 
hand #f0n my Nouth, and be filent at my Fathers foot. 
Fourthly, this gracious Preſence- of God was fig- 
nally manifeſted in the chaining op of Sarany for the 
o:ea'eft parc of her Sickneſs, her body being very low 
her ſpirits low, and her ſtrength lows and by reaſon © 
her great and many weakneſſes, the was caſt unavoid- 
ably under great indiſpoſitions, both as to civil and 
ſacred things, the greater was the mercy in Gods 
chaining up of Satan, and if now and then Satan began. 
co be buſie, the Lord quickly rebuked him, and laid a 
Law of reſtraintopon him. Fiſthly, this graciousPre- 
ſenceof God was fignally manifeſted in keeping down, 
and in keeping off the fears and terrors of deathg ſhe 
\Cor 16... Couldailalong caſt the Gauntlet to death, 
659 2" & ſay withtheApoſtle,9Death where is hy 
Job 18. 14. ſting, O Grave where is thy: Vittory, ct, 
Ke.2-1415. Death is the King of terrors,as Fob ſpeaks, 
and Fhe Terror of Kings, as the Philoſopher ſpeaks 
and yet the great and bleſſed God took away the 
dtead and terrour of death from her. If you-ask thoſe 
that lie nnder the fears and terrors of death, they will 
rel] you, that deliverance from thoſe fears and terrors 
would be a Heaven on this fide Heaven unto them.. 
. T could greatly enlarge, but that both the Preſs and. 
the Bookſeller calls aloud upon me to ———— 


ye 

The Fo of theſe vox Hines is to comfire and 
encourage lations and Friends Friends, to write after this 
bleſſed Copie and Example of that dear Servant of 
Chriſt, who hath now exchanged Earck for Heaven, a 
' Wilderneſs for a Paradice, a fick bed for a Royal 
Throne, pains, ſtrong and long pains for 
— Pleaſures, and the preſence of Pialm-16. 


poor, frail, Goful Mortals, far the Preſence = $2, 


of God, Chrit, _ and the ſpirits of 22,24. 
juſt men made perfe 


(TIÞ 
Books pi inced$ for ans are to ban WF 0h"! Hincock,- 2t the thres 'M- 
| bles in Pozes higad ty. in Coru-bill, 


' = * 
Welve Books lately publiſfitd by Mr. Themes Brooks, late preach- 
| | eroſthe Goſpel at 341rg, New, Fiſh fireet. 1. Precions Reme. 

* dE 518g 4inſt F4tans Devices; or Salve for Believers and Unbe- 

lievers loresz beia3 a Companion, for thoſe tirat-are in Chriſt or. outof 
Chriſt, - 2. Heaves on £4-th z - or, Aerious diſcourſe touchiug 2 well 
gronnded a fluranice of mans eyeriaſting happineſs. 

3. The uaſearchab'e Riches of Chiiſt,held forgk in 22,Sermons. 

4. Apples of Gol4 fir Young Men and Women, 5. A ſtring of 
Pecr!s ; or, The be ſithings -reſerved vil laffts 64The Mute Chriſtian: 
under the Smarting Rod, with SOueva g1. 4ndidotes again} the. moſt. 
miſerable Exigents, mY bf 1.1 

1. An Ark for all Gods Noahs in 4 rmy day: 

$. The Crown and Gl:ry of Chriſtianity, tn 48.Sermons,on Heb.12;14; 

, Tte Privy Key of Heaves : or, A Diſcourſe of C:oſer prayer, 
” —rnend+ tens ta Corditl, lor-luch as bave had ( or eſcaped ) the 
Plague, » parte 


it. A Eabinct of choice Fewels 3 or, A Box of Precious Oyntmen', 
Con-ai ing ſpecial Maxims, Rules, and Dire&tons : in orcer to the 
clearing up ofa mans ntereft in Chriſt, aad his title to all the Glory of 
another World, we LY 7.9% 

{2, LondonsLamentations;. 

The Godly mens Ark, in ſeverai Sermogs, to which is added Mr. M815 
evidences for Heaven. By Edmund Calamy, B. D. at A/dermanbury. 

Cbriſts Commnnion with hts Church Mi'itant, by Nicholas Lockyer. 

Sin the Plague of Plagyer, by Raiph Venning. 

A True Narrnivc ef thoſe two never to be forgotten D2livetances,one 
from the Spaniſh Invefionin 88. the other from the Helliſh powder-pler, 
WNovenb.5.\6-5. by Mr, Sem. Clark, 

... The 466urWe Accompran or, Loadin Merchant... Being Inſtructions. 
for keeping Merchrnts Accounts. Ey Tho. Brown Accomprant, | 
$k 0/1-writin g, the moit Eave, Exatt, Lineal, and ſpeedy Method thar 
hath ever yet been obtained. ByTheophilas Metcalf, Alſo a Book called 

a Schoul-maſter toir,Explaining all the Rnles thereof, 4 Copy Book of 

the neweſt and moſt-uſeful hands. Bridg-5Remains: Being eight choice 

Sermons. Mr. William Bridge of Yarmou h. Venning;Remiins:Be- 

ing the Subſtance ofmany Sermons. By Mr.RalphVenning: ADifiwa- 

five from Conformity to the Wotld, together with a farewell Sermon; 

By Henry Szabbs. Mr.Baxter'sPoor mans ſamilyBook, 

Luther-'s 34.(pecial and choice Sermons, 
C,ma Berenices, or the Hairy Comet 


FINIS. 


. 


